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Programme

19 February 2026

Conference registration / Welcome coffee

Opening session
Moderator: Tatjana Schwabe-Markovi¢, CLIB

Welcome: Roland Breves & Dennis Herzberg, CLIB

Impulse: Ina Brandes, Minister for Culture and Science NRW
Ministry of Culture and Science NRW

Impulse: Max Kroymann, Head of Division “Bioeconomy; Biotech and Food Industries”
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy

Impulse: Kristin Schreiber, Director Chemicals, Bioeconomy and Retail
European Commission, DG GROW

Keynote: Simon Klaffl, Bayer AG - Crop Science

Keynote: Peter H. Seeberger, Max-Planck-Institute, Center for the Transformation of Chemistry

Lunch

Integrating Al - Speeding up biotech development
Moderator: [rmantas Rokaitis, Biomatter

Roman Melachrinos, LABMaiTE
Machine Learning driven experiment design in bioprocess development

Edward Close, Siemens Digital Industries Software
Bioprocess digital twins for next-generation bioprocessing

Dominik Patzelt, VCG.AI
Accelerating the circular bioeconomy with Al: From data to action

Joint Q &A session with all speakers

Coffee break / Networking session

Integrating novel feedstocks - Utilising gaseous carbon
Moderators: Heleen De Wever, VITO & Sarah Refai, CLIB

Koen Quataert, Bio Base Europe Pilot Plant
Scaling Bio-CCU: Tackling gas fermentation challenges with BBEPP

Petri Tervasmaki, Solar Foods
Solar Foods - technical and commercial scaling journey of protein ingredient by gas fermentation

Ralf Takors, University of Stuttgart
Utilising CO and CO, containing off-gas in gas fermentation: Scaling from lab to production scale - and back

Joint Q &A session with all speakers
Coffee break / Networking session

Panel: Perspectives on integrating economic viability - How can biotech succeed in the market
Moderator: Liz Fletcher, Industrial Biotechnology Innovation Centre (IBiolC)

Input: Nicolas Entremont, Brenntag

Enrico Barsch, Federal Ministry of Research, Technology and Space
Max Kroymann, Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy
Alexandra Lensch, Evonik Operations

Wienke Reynolds, Lignopure

Rob van der Meij, Capricorn Partners

Conference dinner

08.30

09.00

09.10
09.45

09.55

10.15

10.35

10.55

11.15
11.50

12.00

12.20

12.40

13.00

13.15

13.30
14.30

14.30

16.30

Sponsored by:

() MERLIN

THE MATERIALS
LAB INCUBATOR

Programme

20 February 2026

Conference registration / Welcome coffee
Opening: Katrin Kriebs, CLIB

Keynote: Lukas Reisky, Covestro

The Verbund - Integrating biotech into chemical parks
Moderator: Annita Westenbroek, Cepi

Walter Koch, BASF
Biochemical CCU technology

Nadejda Ulstrup-Hansen, Kalundborg Symbiosis
Kalundborg Symbiosis: Organisation, industrial synergies, and water management

Timo Koch, Pfeifer & Langen & Prateek Mahalwar, BIOWEG
From sugar sidestreams to microplastic-free / fossil-free ingredients

Joint Q & A session with all speakers

Coffee break / Networking session

Integrating new applications - Future markets for biotech
Moderator: Luuk A.M. van der Wielen, NNF BRIGHT at DTU and TU Delft

Susanne Zibek, Fraunhofer IGB & Peter Schmiedel, Henkel, Research Material Science
From biosynthesis to self-assembly: A comprehensive study of Mannosylerythritol lipids

Dorte Rother, Forschungszentrum Julich & RWTH Aachen University
Tuning multi-enzyme catalysed processes

Frank Brouwer, Stahl International
Protecting what is precious: Biotechnology and the future of sustainable coatings

Joint Q & A session with all speakers

Recap & outlook: Dennis Herzberg, CLIB

Lunch

Topic lounges / Networking session
Network freely with other participants or join one of our three topic lounges

Integrating Al
Integrating C1 feedstocks
Integrating biotech into economic reality

End of the conference
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